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1. What were the overriding reasons, according to Stalin, for adopting the Five-Year Plan?  Does socialist theory or the defense of the Soviet Union seem more important to him?

At the core of the Five-Year Plan was machine building.  The purpose of this plan was to break the USSR away from dependency upon capitalist civilizations. It seems as if socialist theory is more important to Stalin than defense of the Soviet Union.  Stalin was constantly killing people in order to keep Soviet communism and socialism alive.  It seems that he cared more about what type of government USSR had over the lives of its citizens.

2. Why, in the industrial area, was it necessary to concentrate on heavy industry?

It was necessary to concentrate on heavy industry so the USSR could be completely independent.  There would have been possibilities to spend money otherwise, but they wouldn’t have every industry right in their homeland.  With the concentration of heavy industry they had a tractor industry, an automobile industry, and a big iron and steel industry.

3. According to Stalin, why was the collectivization of agriculture such a key component of the Five-Year Plan?

With collectivization, they could produce a much more successful agricultural industry without spending the type of money they would need to if every farmer was competing against each other.  With collectivization, the state run farms would share the very expensive equipment and work together to produce a superior agricultural industry.  Without collectivization, Stalin wouldn’t be following the theories of socialism and many radical socialists may be enraged by this.  

4. What were the main obstacles to the success of the Five-Year Plan, according to Stalin?

The Five-Year Plan required enormous financial expenditures and experienced technical forces.  Without these things, the Five-Year Plan would be simply impossible.  These were difficult things to find and obtain as well.  The socialists understood that these were very difficult and completely necessary parts to the Five-Year Plan, but the socialists were determined to make the plan a success.

5. In Stalin’s view, how have the people of the Soviet Union benefited from the Five-Year Plan?  What sacrifices have they been asked to make?

Stalin said unemployment had been completely abolished due to USSR socialism.  This was a huge benefit to the Soviet people because in other, capitalist places in the world there were more than thirty or forty million people unemployed in those countries.  Being such a giant nation like the USSR was and having abolished unemployment was a giant accomplishment.

6. How, according to Stalin, does the success of the Five-Year Plan prove that communism is superior to capitalism?

Employment was completely abolished in the communist society while it was rampant in the capitalist society.  Communism was able to create giant industries for the Soviet Union as well as capitalism did for its societies.  According to Stalin, communism equaled capitalism in every positive aspect of capitalism, and surpassed capitalism in those areas where it was not successful.  

